
Thought for the Day Luke 4: 1-13 

 We have entered the holy season of Lent.  A time for reflection and 

a focus on repentance, resisting temptation and the passion of Jesus. 

So this passage of Scripture is a really helpful one for us as we begin 

our Lenten journey. 

 I wonder how many of us have given up something for Lent.  It’s 

become as much of a tradition as eating pancakes on Shrove Tuesday 

and maybe more of one than fasting on Ash Wednesday.  It’s funny isn’t 

it how our minds work.  We pledge to stop eating chocolate or cake, or 

drinking wine, or whatever we determine to do and almost immediately 

we start to crave it.  Even if we don’t have that treat very often in 

ordinary time, the very fact that we “can’t” have it makes us want it all 

the more. These gestures of fasting can help us to understand 

temptation and what it means to resist it.  Luke’s gospel reminds us that 

we cannot do this on our own. 

 The story at the beginning of chapter 4 of the gospel is set in the 

wilderness and in Jerusalem.  Jesus has just been baptised and filled 

with the Holy Spirit and it is the Spirit that leads him into the wilderness.  

This is the same wilderness where God met the Jewish people at Sinai 

after rescuing them from Egypt. In the wilderness God shaped them into 

God’s covenant people cared for and led by God with cloud and fire. 

 Geographically the wilderness is an arid region between the fertile 

land by the Mediterranean Sea and the interior desert.  It isn’t completely 

devoid of life but can only provide grazing when there has been 

significant amounts of rain.  So it has a hostile environment that people 

wouldn’t tend to choose. In contrast Jerusalem, the setting for the final 

temptation, is the city of David. It is the hub of Jewish power, identity, 

and worship. The second temple has been renovated and made bigger, 

and is the centre of worship for all the Jewish people.  

 The story is very familiar and is also told in the gospels according 

to Matthew and Mark, but the accounts are different so it’s important to 

read Luke’s gospel carefully.  

 Here Jesus is tempted three times and it’s easy to think of it as 

one story in three parts, but really it’s two stories, the story of Jesus and 

the story of the devil. It is the first time the devil features in Luke and we 

can see that he is bold, cunning, clever, and powerful. It is the devil who 

tempts, and the devil who ends the temptation and departs from Jesus.   



 The devil’s storyline is one of self-indulgence – make yourself 

bread from stones, self-grandeur – all the nations of the world will be 

yours, and self-serving religious identity – If you are the Son of God 

throw yourself down from the top of the temple. Jesus responds with 

quotations drawn from the Old Testament that show awareness of the 

true source of life and identity - he knows that life is more than food, his 

reliance on God - the one worthy of true worship and service, and his 

understanding of God’s character -not one to be tested. Jesus’ storyline 

is that he is dependent on God rather than self for life, glory, and 

identity.   

 The story captures the last three temptations. From the way the 

gospel is written it indicates that temptations have been going on 

throughout the forty days Jesus has been fasting in the wilderness. 

Jesus would be hungry from fasting and very likely weary and worn 

down by this point. 

 The devil uses this to his advantage and goads Jesus twice, “If you 

are the Son of God…” then do something miraculous – turn stones into 

bread, be uplifted from falling by an angel.  We can all identify with that 

tone.  It often brings a lashing response as it cuts to the heart of our 

identity.  In the time of Jesus’ earthly ministry this was even more 

pronounced than it is today because an adult son was often understood 

as the father’s representative and the father and the son would work 

together to accomplish the family goals. The son’s identity, honour, and 

status is rooted in his family’s honour and status.  Jesus does not rise to 

the devil’s temptation.  His identity as the Son of God has already been 

confirmed by Mary, Elizabeth, Simeon, Anna and John the Baptist. He 

doesn’t need to confirm it, or prove it, by acting in a self-serving way.  

Indeed, being self-serving in this way would undermine his identity as 

the Son who relies on the good gifts of the Father. 

  They both use scripture in their arguments; the devil quotes from 

Psalm 91 and in his responses Jesus quotes from Deuteronomy.  This 

tells us that simply knowing Scripture is not enough. Scripture must be 

read in the right way, in the light of God’s nature and the life he 

envisions for his people.  We must read Scripture in this way too.  We 

must realise that as Christians we need to put our trust God.  To put him 

in the driving seat, to rely on him instead of ourselves, to aspire to be 

more like him rather than become grand, and to serve him and one 

another, just as Jesus came to serve, not to be served. As we journey 



through Lent we can use the time to practice reading the Bible in the 

right way, and then try to live our lives in the right way as a result.  

 

  

  


